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Transitivity in Burmese Language
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Abstract: This article offers Burmese linguistic data (examples) of “Transitivity” as a special topic of “the Journal
of the Institute of Linguistic Research” vol.19. In some cases, additional information might be added when
necessary. Basically, data in this article were provided by Thuzar Hlaing, while some explanations were
written by Okano in consultation with Thuzar Hlaing.
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1. IZL®Ic
AR TSRERHE FREGISC) 28 19 5o MbBhtk) (B35 7 v — MERICHR> TR L7 e~
FBOT—H2THDIN, LEIDLEL THSEZMZ THD. B COFBRFLI iﬂﬂr(zowb)@jfc 7
9. FlT B RAZONWTIHEARS [ 1HE, A& EREMES) B ~iET — &tk — 350
5 23 SREEME — ) 23RS,

2. 7TUor—FEBEELIEDT—H
2.1 BEEFE - Tt
2-1-a % ‘i%@/\lé” b?i

\NO C C
» 323 wcemcn? 200000l
tm 2¢edi yingaun=ko  ta?=te.
3sG  thatDET  fly=ACC kill=vs.RLS

2-1-b ®iTZD a%i%bt

\ Q0 C C
fob) 323 600003 ({getealell
L o L
tu ?¢di ti?ta=ko phye?=te.
3sG  that.DET  box=AcCC break.down=vs.RLS

©_® ABOZEEEEIEENREL, DUIMT47-0EVR TR 40 EFESM1EUA(CC-BY) FICIRIELET.
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by/4.0/deed,ja

- 291 —



2-1-c WITF DR —THIEDT-.

»  »3 !DEQ005 68200091

i R 2

tm 2¢edi hinye=ko hnwé=te.

3sG  thatDET  soup=ACC warm.up=vs.RLS

2-1-d PITZ DN HF UT=3, Wi ienoT-.

\Q C C O C C "I N C C
2 303 WCEOMCM  VOWI  3l6LE WCBONCM  BEII
tm 2¢edi yingaun=ko  ta?=te. dabémé yiNngaun=ka  ma-t¢=p"u.
3sG  that.DET  fly=AccC kill=vs.RLs  but fly=noMm NEG-die=VS.NEG

EVL~RECIEAMFIC RS W CTEBR] TR~/ 2 & DR Z, BIFICL > THEEMRETH S (I 2015,
[%F 2019a) .

2.2. [E#EEE - ®Ek)
2-2-a IEFDR—ILZ -7,
=]
3

N o O ¢ o ¢ C
» 32 (Clepplevlis) mc?(a?m)oowu
tu 2edi bsloun=ko kan(=lai?)=te.
3sG that.DET ball=acc Kick(=AUXdcsv)=VS.RLS

2-2-b MRAIIAR D S Z Bt o 7=,

N c O ¢ o ¢ C
Dem 09, G@GOO’.)(Y)O? mc?(a?m)oowu
tuma=ka to=yé tehidau?=ko kan(=lai?)=te.
3SG.F=NOM 3SG.OBL=GEN leg=Acc Kick(=AUXdcsv)=VS.RLS
N c O ¢ o ¢ C
20M 08, G@GOO’.)(Y)(Y) mc?(com)oowu
IL ILe lo L L
t=ka =yé tehidau?=ko kan(=lai?)=te.
3SG=NOM 3SG.OBL=GEN leg=Acc Kick(=AUXdcsv)=VS.RLS

2-2-¢ HITFDANITEOM-T- (WEID).
=]
3

N\ o C cC o Cc o C C
> 32 QM (00e0C) oco?m(a?m)oowu
tu 2edi lu=ko (tamin) win~tai?(=lai?)=te.
3sG that.DET person=AcC  (deliberately) enter~hit(=AUXdcsy)=VS.RLS

[(EEID)) 11T oo timin [HEE | DOffl, oveéoondoond timin-te?te? DX L |, oveconom timin-diga

hxtk ], 3’36@’)68&} Patcdun-mé [ERFERL< | RENAVED,
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22-d WITFDNE BT (H570).
]

\Q C co c o co C
» 323 QM (660200030) oco?m(a?m)eoowu
tu 2edi lu=ko (matdtasha) win~tai ?(=lai?)=mi=t¢.
3sG that.DET person=ACC  (inadvertently) enter-hit(=AUXdcsy)J=AUXunconsciously=VS.RLS

(9 >70)] 1Z1F veordonso matdtasa [HEETIZ | O, 200300050905 dadi-le?-lu? [TEE

UNUEC ¥

2.3. [51& 2A vs. 2B]
2-3-a HEZIZADBEARZ .

o C (Y C
o3 P g gl ecgoad
ho na=hma Iu néné twé=te.
that.DET near=LOC person a.few S€e=VS.RLS

2-3-b FAIZFDFEE R,

’] \ Q0 oC O C C
C 323 3DOM @eoowu
? 5
na ?¢di ?¢in=ko tei=te.
1sG that.DET  house=AcCC look.at=vS.RLS

2-3-¢ FEDNIRULATED DN Z 2 72

C o C C C o o C
m@oemo)ewomel 63’3’)00((7?) @oz(q)oowu
dazountayau?=yé 25-dan(=ko) tea(=ya)=te.
SOMEONe=GEN shout-sound(=AcC) hear(=AUXiney)=VS.RLS
0OBOMADELNND GS’Q’S:)E)(()%) @oz(q)oougu
tayau?yau? 25-dan(=ko) tea(=ya)=te.
someone shout-sound(=AcC) hear(=AUXiney)=VS.RLS

2-3-d ITFOE A

\NQ o Qo _C C
» 323 3200 @oo(a?m)oowu
tu 2edi 2atan=ko tea(=lai?)=te.
3sG that.DET  sound=AccC hear(=AUXgcsv)=VS.RLS

EL~FROMEBEIIMEE TH Y, ST oEEHE L 2R UK T L— LAz Fo.

EEOLZGE LT, AEOREELH 5.
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ER | B ER | B

"5 @é tel- fi < c?oseoooé- na+thaun-
B oS B oS
HZ5 @5- myin- MZx2 @') ted-

B TR, Rx5] id. BAOBEKROLGEIZE c0; twé- [(bDE) Bobs : (NE) Aot 5,
7229 (EEEEED) TNANE) 2951 (BEERE) 2H05 (2-3-b). RHEZR LTV,

2.4, [(AIR2A) XR - #EH - £EL L)
2-4-a I (e L) AXEHST=,

fob) (e (75:13’3°05) 6003 @Ceoooougu

iL QP33 EaY $eOLS

tm (pyau?~twa=tg) tH=ko pyan~twé=te.

3sG (lose~go=AT.RLS) key=Acc return~found=vSs.RLS

2-4-b PHiIIk &2 1E-T-.

OCo, O C C

fob) 00Ca(M) QOO

IL L L L L
tm thaingoun(=ko) lou?=te.
3sG stool(=AcCC) make=VS.RLS
2.5. [BR]
2-5-a PRITNAZFHF-oTND.
» 30060)(7303((73) Gméc;c?oougu
tm ba?saka(=ko) SAUN~NE=LE.
3sG bus(=Acc) wait~stay=VS.RLS

2-5-b LI DIHe B D HFES TUN=.

"I (o] C C

c » Q00 Cloalelztleallell

na tm la=ta=ko SAUN~NE=LE.

1sG 3sG €cOme=NC.RLS=ACC wait~stay=VS.RLS
"I (o] C C

c ob} 320000 loslelztlealbell

na ta 23-1a=ko SAUN~Ne=te.

1sG 3SG.OBL  GER-COmMe=ACC wait~stay=VS.RLS
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2-5-¢c T ERL TV 5.

O C o O C O C
> (fmaozaoo((r?) el lealeell
tm pai?shan?ei?(=ko) ca~ne=te.
3sG wallet(=AccC) search~stay=VS.RLS
2.6. [%03&1)
2-6-a ITNAARZ L& L H->TVD.
O o O ¢ Q C
?Oi?m 3EPQ|Q P 2000LAII
tu=ka ?aya-myo6zoun=ko Palun f=te.
3sG=NoM thing-various.kind=Acc  very know=VvS.RLS
C o o C C Q C

20m oowsfaep((r?) 030 GOMNCIGOMNCE 2000WlI
t=ka what=?aya(=ko) masho kaungaun f=te.
3sG=NOM  what=thing(=AcCC) NEG-say well know=VS.RLS
2-6-b FMIHD NZEFN> TN 5.
a A3 o8 BoacSi
na ho li=ko ti=te. FETRRGDRANZ V255 5)
1sG that.DET  person.OBL=ACC know=VS.RLS

d 23 C\I.'f()% 230005
na 2%di 1i=ko ti=te. FRRAENRATICNTH WAL TH)
1sG that.DET.OBL  person=ACC know=VS.RLS

¢ C o Q C
0R[$60% DM 200001
cand ti=ko ti=te. (FERRZRDRATNZNTHNRTH)
18G.MS 35G.0BL=ACC know=VS.RLS

2-6-c BT U TEENTEX 5.

o () 03

xR QPR QIPEY

tm ra?ea-zaga(=ko)/ra?ea=1o

3sG Russia-language(=Acc)/Russia=as
o o / o~Q C

> ISP/ QEP:CY §OdWOI
tm ra?ea-zaga=ko/ra?ea=lo
3sG Russia-language=Acc/Russia=as

C C
c?’)SC\DECD(.DII

natle=te.

ear+round(/understand)=VS.RLS

ya=te.

able.to=VS.RLS
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2.7. [5082]
2-7-a HRIIFIEDIRANE -T2 EERATVETN?

"l c O N C cOo

c ClNes) Cleties) (=]{6alep) 36|oPCE lesl=levat]]
na mané=ka min=ko pyo=té Pdteaun hma?mi=la.
1sG yesterday=PAST.T 2SG=ACC Say=AT.RLS matter remember=Qpol

2-7-b FNFDOEFEFR S SN TLEST-.

"l C o "l Cc O C
c fob) 0325010007 GOIAIIZ0VII
ILe L L o O
na ta phoéun-nanba?=ko mé~twa=te.
1sG 3SG.0BL telephone-number=AcC  forget~go=VS.RLS

2.8, [B&E1]
2-8-a RHI LB AESEL TV,

2] (o] QcC C
3P6M 0025200560307 200 S{(legall
?ame=ka ta-dami=twe=ko tei? tehi?=ta.
mother=NOM son-daughter=PL=ACC very love=NC.RLS

2-8-b FNI AT T HhFE 72,

d cj:(rgecﬂpcﬁs(n%) [;fa[ngoougu
na ne?pyd-di(=ko) teai?=te.
1sG banana-fruit(=Acc) like=Vvs.RLS

2-8-¢ FLIZH D AN,

d »3 M e%soougu

o ([ L
i 2di lu=ko moun=te.  (FRRZRMIRATNC N D N TRWGE)
1sG that.DET person=ACC  hate=VS.RLS
d 2003 e%zoougu

ILo L L
na ti=ko MOUN=tE. FETRAEPRANINTH R TH)
1sG 35G.0BL=ACC hate=vSs.RLS
2.9. [B1E2]
2-9-a FNFEEBRL L.
o C, O Q C C

d wc?o((r?) Q9]|CodWoI
na phana?(=ko) lo=tghin=te.
1sG footwear(=AcC) need=AUXdes=VS.RLS
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6-9-b &, WIZITRBENES.

Q C

309 oW =l COGHOOWII

L IL (o) L
2agh tm nwe lo~ne=tg.
now 3sG money  need~stay=VS.RLS

Q C

329 2060 =l COGHOOWII

L ILe] (o) L
2agh ti=hma nwe lo~ne=tg.
now 3SG.0BL=LOC ~ money  need~stay=VS.RLS

2.10. [B%1E 3]
2-10-a (RAD) B (FAD) EBA 9 FZHDNTZDIZR - TND.

Q 1 QocC Q o C o C
GoGe(M) poeLs Qe[15] S lev) ©0D3026$00WI
meémeé(=ka) ni-1é lein~pyd=16 sei?t+sho=né=te.
mammy(=NOM)  brother.y-DIM  lie~say=CNJcnsq mind-tbad~stay=VS.RLS

2-10-b IR A,

C C C
» 63: G@')moooooowu
tm khwé teau?=ta?=te.
3sG dog afraid.of=AUXendency=VS.RLS

2.11. [BE&1]
2-11-a MR BULL TN B.

C
20m 3’36(9$ toplealoVY
IL o IL
t=ka Pdphé=né tu=te.

3SG=NOM father=coMm same=VS.RLS

2-11-b WEKITHE D2 &AL TN D.

C C C "l C C
0CEOLICEED 3006000 oloconudn
pinlé-yé=hma sha-da? pPawiN=tg.
sea-water=LOC salt-content contain=vs.RLS

! éemspi-lé X TBYEICE >TO] ThD. e > TOHRDEEIT conCeco: maun-lé & 72 5.
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2.12. [EfR2]

2-12-a FLDBIXEETZ.
C:J EGGC\)S(Y) SOGT.)O%(S]II

na ni-lé=ka s"ayawuN=pa.

1SG.OBL brother.y-DIM=NOM  doctor=pPLT

2-12-b FADBITEF T2 o7z,

é] é@(\): aospo% @é(ogng)@l|

na ni-1é shayawun phyi?(~twa)=pi.

1sG.0BL brother.y-DIM  doctor become(~go)=VS.INC

2.13. [BEAH 1]

2-13-a BEIZHEDOEINRTE S, 2-13-b FUIIKIT B,

2 02662E2000500051I 2 anl?:ooorgoocﬁu

tu ka+maun=ta?=te. tu yet+ki=ta?=te.

3SG  cart+drive=AUXaility=VS.RLS 3SG  water+cross=AUXability=VS.RLS

2.14. [#EHh2]
2-14-a WIFFEE=T HON LT,

C C
on) o)mo:c;@')emoc:oowu
tm Zaga-pyd+kaun=te.

3sG  speech-speak+good=VS.RLS

2-14-b HIIAED OPETZ.

C C C
0 39@@3 SlcleaslepH! / 0 39@@3@3 czaklTentiealell
IL IL IL 1
tm Va-pyé  ma-to=p"u. t 2a-pyé=hma a+né=te.
3G GER-run  NEG-good.at=VS.NEG 3SG  GER-run=LOC strength+less=VS.RLS

gerund OEEFHFE 32- 23- OV THATNL L, ZNAIHE T DMl OB A FHOBE] & 705, 2-14-a lZ
IZ— R LT gerund 2372\ K D122 503, omn:e@o zaga-pyd 1%, HhEil G@')- pys- [GET) 1T 32- 2a-73D\
THAFUL LTZ141Z, ooomezaga [SEE, 1T L) EFEAL, TOBRIC - 2B lE L7-bDTHS.
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2.15. [#%8h]

2-15-a PHIEFIRIZHE W=,

» Gn:tpéz(n%) Gepng@u
tu tedun(=ko) yau?=pi.

3sG school(=ALL) arrive=vs.INC

2-15-b HHIEEE T2/ Kib > 7.
2 C\JQC)SO% (YI?SCDQSII
t lan=ko kO=te.

3sG street=ACC Cross=VS.RLS

2-15-¢c BIXZDEHFEHT-.

2] C C C
3 C\DGS(Y)G? @CDCD’)SCDLDII
IL o
wo di 1an=ko k=2

3sG this.DET  street=ACC Cross=VS.RLS

2.16. [E&E 1]

2-16-a WITBEEZZENTL TN 5.
QIJL (‘?)(YSSO’.)G;?ODQSII

tm bai?+sha~ne=te.

3sG stomach-+thungry~stay=vS.RLS

EOSTEE OWRYL, O30T (BRIZ) EEICHEZ TnDd 2 EE2FRKT.

2-16-b FEITMED VN TUN D,

C
on) 6QIEFOIWII
tm yet+sha~né=te.

3sG water+hungry~stay=vSs.RLS

2.17. [BE 2]

2-17-a FAIFIEVN,

Co C
QIDL qIGch?CDLDII

W tehdnené=te.

3sG  feel.cool~stay=VS.RLS

C
0032300

~
~Qo

th bai?-?a-sha

3sG  stomach+GER-hungry

2-17-b 4 BHIZ5E W,
[=] C C
3&?0 Q.IGSCDLDII

diné  tehdn=t2.

today cool=VS.RLS
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2.18. [(#t=80) HEITAE 1)
2-18-a FAIFM & Fln~ 7= BhiF 7.

"l o Q C
c 20M MPSOWI
ILe L IL

na ti=ko kupi=te.

ISG  3sG.oBL=ACC  help=VS.RLS

2-18-b FMIE N ENZIESD A Fino T,

N\ ’] o C ¢ o ’] ocC o AN C
» 323 ((7?) e Sulepl-tiop) c ?Conﬁ(eoo):;)oowu
tu 2¢da(=ko)  te-toun=ka na wain~ku(~pé)=khé=te.

3sG  that(=AcC) carry-when=PAST.T 1SG  round~help(~give)=AUXgis;=VS.RLS

2.19. [t HWETAE2 (EETEN]
2-19-a FLITF OB 2 IZEV 7=,

"l \ 0 C CN C C(e o N C

c D3 F26|0PC3|y] ™3, 00D0M|Gs DM 60230000l

na 2edi Yateaunpyadze?=né  pa?te?=pi ti=ko mé=khé=te.

1sG  that.DET 1eason=CoM CONCern=CNJseq  3SG.OBL=ACC  ask=AUXgis=VS.RLS

\ 0 C o o C
d 323 396@')(:0((7?) Rvies) G@)oowu
na 2edi Pateaun(=ko) t0=ko pyo=te.
1sG that.DET matter(=ACC) 3SG.OBL=ACC  speak=VS.RLS

2.20. [HF-#E]
2-20-a FAIFM L =7z,

Alm) S Gogooougu
na(=ka) t=né twé=te

1sG(=NOoM) 3SG=COM  meet=VS.RLS

3. BTDFEED

ENLSERITERIEEFE T, T bIT T o/ Z— 133 & A ERSM B0, split ergative AY72
R IT & A ERWTEE RO, E73UERRIT S o X DEREICEE R S5, Wi 2 dependent marking
MEFETHDH. T2 CEBRROERITINT LHBR TR, BEOSA /D7 v, Bk HBL
DA IR 2 RERDHE AL TOD GRAOATEEOAE, FEEORERE) 23, R mER &
(2 X VAT ATRE 25 B SUERIRIE R % LT WMEHA A D 2 & Vo TRWEA S . FEFRITIE—Y])
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DOSEBWRERDEIR D, FTESUCBIT 5 AHFHIRDIZIERWEEBZ 6D, HENZSTOWNEIZ L
STIE BV W] LWV o RBEOBEWNNIH DL OD, KON, well-formedness |2 F T2k
THZLEHEVRNENZDETHA).
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